
Welcome to the 

                            American Legion TH-02 
 

 

 
 ****** 10 Minute Alert ****** 

Announcements - Before we get started 

50/50 tickets are available from   ________________ __________________ 

Beverages are available outside in the refrigerator 

Please silence your phones. 

Food today ** Paid for by the Post and additional food from the Knorr's 

TH-02 takes pride in Veterans taking care of Veterans.  These guys work 
hard every day putting in many hours in support of our veterans.  The 
officers and I appreciate that you are taking the time to join us in the 
fellowship of this monthly meeting 
  



Open Today’s Meeting 
24 May @ 12:00 

 
Commander: 
Welcome **  My name is Bill Ahlberg  
Commander of the American Legion Post TH-02 
The opening today will be a bit longer as we remember our veterans on 
this Memorial Day.      Please stand if you are able. 
 
Sergeant at Arms:  
Please prepare the room.  
Place the flags and open the bible.  
Step back and announce Hand Salute and Two. 
 
Commander: 
US citizens - Please join me in the pledge of allegiance to our country’s flag.    
Hand salute    Two   

 
Chaplin: Opening prayer please  
 
The POW / MIA table is sacred to our veterans.   It represents our government's 
commitment to ensure that every serviceman or women returns home.  A 
moment of silence please. 
 
Draping of our post charter is an act of tribute and respect to all Deceased 
Veterans. 
 
Sergeant at Arms, please drape the post charter in remembrance of our veterans 
 
 



 

We have draped our charter as an act of tribute and 
respect to all Deceased Veterans. I would like to take a 
moment in honor of Memorial Day to pay tribute to all 
of the fallen members of Post TH02. 
Sargent at arms, please escort our bell ringers.  The bell ringers today are widows 
or friends of our departed comrades.  The hammer will strike, and the bell will toll 
once for each of our past members as the name is called out.  Sergeant at Arms- 

Post TH-02 Namesake  

Thomas Oliver Ahlberg    US Army       

Robert (Bobby) Clark     USAF           

Bruce Cronheim              USAF           

Phillip Shane Curtis         USAF           

Donald Delomba   US Navy     

James Rusciano   USAF           

Lee Schading    USAF           

Larry David Walker  US Army     

David (Joe) Zertuche  USAF          Ding  
Sergeant at arms, 2 rings please for the unknown solders in graves everywhere  
        

Please be seated 
 



 

******TH-02 Officers at the Front Table****** 
 

• Finance Officer & Adjutant     Mike Chitwood 
• Pattaya Community Service Liaison and US Embassy Citizen Services volunteer 

            Mike Brewer 
• 2nd Vice Commander            Richard Garcia 
• 1st Vice Commander      Gary Mellor 

************************************************************ 
Adjutant - Roll call & minutes please     Mike 
• All present or accounted for: 
• Minutes of the last meeting have been approved by the officers and     
   posted on our website. 
 

 

******** Guests & Visitors ******** 
  
 
 
Recent Member Passings:                                                                                               

• Shane Curtis ... Charter Member •US Air Force 
•  __________________________ 
             

Local veterans: 
 

Honor Guard:           
•  Ceremony held for Shane Curtis, MSGT, USAF (ret) at Wat Suttawas on 08 
May 2025 followed by commitment of his remains to the sea at the Ocean 
Sanctuary, Chittaphawan Monk’s College here in North Pattaya, Thailand. 
 
 

Distress and Health: Members, Family   
•  Steve Pullum is currently in Texas but planning to move to the Philippines. He has 
some serious medical issues. He has requested transfer information for post 123 in 
Angles City 
•  Matt Mayclin   Knee replacement surgery 
• Bryce McClary  Sight and stability issues - Lives alone 
• Saji Wongthumma Has Covid 
 

Does anyone know of any local veterans or family members in distress 



 

Reports 
Membership: 142 on Roster  Please come forward 
New Members: Ronald Walton-   US Army  
        Zachary C Abbott-  US Navy  
        Andrew Makara Jr-  US Navy  
        Seth K Buzzell-    US Navy  
Transfers:  
 

Information from the Officers 
 

Mike Chitwood Adjutant / Finance Officer         

NFCU     $2,533.09   $ 348      Increase 
Bangkok Bank   ฿318,741.58    ฿ 119,824,58 Increase 
Donations to the Post  ฿________      $____________ 
 

Mike Brewer Community Affairs-Pattaya    US Embassy 
•  __________________________ __________________________ 
 

Richard Garcia 2nd Vice Commander 
•  __________________________ __________________________ 
 

Gary Mellor First Vice Commander  
 

Assisted Post Members: 
•  Doug White awarded 20% on his first ever VA claim at age 78. 
•  Ron Walton ... assisted with newborn SSN application. He donated 3,500 baht to the 
post. 

 

Assisted Widows of Veterans: 
•  Nittaya Podolan   ... In work to submit a VA survivor claim. 
•  Karnchana Robarge ... Awarded VA DIC benefits. 
•  Ketmanee Walker  ... claim still being worked. 
•  Dithawat Williams  ... Awarded VA DIC benefits 
• Prasop Cooper   ... awarded federal civil service FERS survivor annuity.  
• Pim Mayo   ... still monitoring but it's a VFW Post 9876 case. 
• Bumrung Fletcher  ... still monitoring but it's a VFW 9876 case. 
• Wilawan Kadjapan  ... claim still being worked. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Assisted Veterans: 
•  Albert Johnson   ... in Bangkok Hospital in Bangkok visiting from Philippines. 
•  Mark Greenslade  ... inquired about submitting claims in Thailand. 
•  Emilio Febres   ... inquired about rescheduling C & P exam missed in states. 
•  Earl Burks   ... a resident of Homerly Senior Living Center inquired about     

possibility of FMP covering influenza shot. 
 

Birthdays: 
•  Roger Knorr (80) 
•  Lou Holub (64) 
•  Keo Noochan (41) 
•  Mark Trudel (64) 
• Gary Coon (64) 
• Joe Blasetti (55) 
• Dennis Ward (71) 
• Mike Warner (83) 
• Shawn Reynolds (48) 

 

Buddy Checks 
•  Billy Jack Schlocker  ... doing fine. 
•  David Bell   ... Bed ridden but doing fine. 
•  Michael Yoakum  ... doing fine. 
•  Don Bauza   ... doing fine. 
• Brice McCreary  ... needs help with transition to new SSA  log in using ID me.  

 

• VFW Post 12146 in Ban Chang is having a dinner gathering today, 24 May, at 1600 at The 
River Chili restaurant in Ban Chang.  

• VFW Post 9876 is having a Memorial Day luncheon for post members at 1300 on 26 May 
at The Hops Brewing House. 

• I will be leaving to go to Honolulu, Hawaii on 26 May and not return until 03 June so I'm 
soliciting a volunteer to man the post for me on Friday, May 30 from 1100-1400.  

• VFW Post 9876 Service Officer is now Wayne Bihler. Joe Blasetti has transferred back to 
Post 9951 and is now their Post Service Officer. In addition, he has volunteered to be the 
lead Assistant to Tom Friend in the RAO office. 

 

Calendar for June 2025: 
 

03 June  ... Thai National Holiday for Queen Suthida’s birthday. US Embassy will be 
  closed. 

06 June  ... D-Day Anniversary 
10 June  ... VFW Post 9876 monthly meeting @ 1300 
14 June  ... VFW Post 12146 monthly meeting @ 1300 
15 June  ... Flag Day 



18-21 June  ... VFW Department of Pacific Areas Convention in Bangkok 
19 June  ... US Federal Holiday Juneteenth. US Embassy will be closed. 
28 June  ... American Legion Post TH02 monthly meeting at 1200. 
 

Remarks: 
 

Goals for TH02 in coming year: 
 

• Membership increase ... Request each member attempt to recruit one new member. 
• Community involvement ... A local organization “Planet Clean Up” is interested in 

partnering with TH02 if the post members are interested. 
• Social activities ... Do the members want to have an event at the post or a local 

location to celebrate the July 4th Independence Day; November 11th Veteran’s Day 
or December 7th for Pearl Harbor Day? Any ideas? 

• Tours ... Is there any interest from the members in group travel activities?  
• Songkran 2026 ... is there any interest in post members gathering for a day of water 

splashing? 
  

Commander: 
 

•  Post finances 50/50  Lunch 
•  Passport     Page 1  Does anyone have their passport with them? 
•  OSGLI  Some of you may have coverage if you elected to pay into it after 
retirement   https://giosgli.prudential.com/     https://g.co/kgs/r36Bpr8 
•  DEERS appointments slots will be available on the DEERS website next month at 
JUSTMAG Thai 
•  Recruiters are available for all branches of service in Guam 
•  RAO Retirees Activity Office at JUSTMAG Thai--- TH-02 member Tom Friend and 
now Joe Bassetti 
•  From the Supreme Court ruling.  Extra 12 months of post 9/11 GI BILL 
benefits for eligible vets.  the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) updated its policy in 
January 2025. Under the new guidelines, veterans with multiple qualifying service 
periods can now access up to 12 additional months of education benefits, reaching the 
48-month cap. 
•  Life Insurance for 50% combat related injury  $10,000  
   
•  VA DIC benefits    
•  FERS survivor annuity   
 
 
  
 
 

 

https://g.co/kgs/r36Bpr8


Nathan Kent Foundation 
•  Preparedness for after death •  __________________________ 
•  Shane Curtis  Again and again and again—Girlfriends get no VA 

Or social security benefits   ---- NONE 
•  Paupers grave  
•  Mike 
•  Rolf 

 

Future Events 
•   November 11 VJ-Day in Kanchanaburi 
•   May 31 RBL meeting at the Classroom on soi 13 / 4 at 17:00 

 

Open Forum 
 

 

Old Business  Chair has none 
 

•  Adjutant, any old business?   
•  From the floor, any old business?  
 
Entertain a motion 
Second By  
Discussion 
Any Opposed 
Motion Passes - Fails 

 

New Business Chair has none 
Space 
•  Adjutant, any new business?   
•  From the floor, any new business 
Entertain a motion 
 
Second By  
Discussion 
Any Opposed 
Motion Passes - Fails 

 

  



Before we close 
 

Next Meeting is June 28, 2025 at same time & same place. 
50/50 tickets are still available.   
Drawing will be in about 10 minutes after the meeting. 

 

Closing Ceremony  Please stand if you are able 
 

Sergeant at Arms 
Please Remove the charter drape. 

 

Chaplain 
Uncover  
Prayer   Closing Prayer 
Cover 
Sergeant at Arms ... Please prepare the room     
Room Attention  
Hand Salute           
Remove the flags and close the bible. Step back salute and announce 
Order Arms            

 

Thank you all for coming. Join us for lunch and be careful on the way home.  This   
 meeting is adjourned.                       


